14 Charles Lsane
New York, R.Y., 10014

September 6,}1971

BOSTON
Dave ¥Wulp

Dear Dave,

The request of the Boston branch to give critical
support to the campaign of Pat Bonnerglyons for School
Committee in Boston will be placed before the Polikical
Committee at its next méeting.

| The Administrative Committee has condidered the
question, and recom&gnds that the Boston branch proceed
to intervene iﬁ the Bdnneronyons campeign with the tactic
of critical support,kgiven ﬁhe'elearncut nature of her
 campaign as a Young Workers Liberation League campaign,
the fact that this will not cut Acrhss our own campeign
for School Committee, and the tactical advantages in

moving quickly.

Comradely,

Barry Sheppard
Administragive Committee




; : Boston SWP
295 Huntington Ave.
: ' . Boston 02115 '
Augi 126, 1971

Jack Barnes ‘ i :
SWP NO P ‘ '
14 Charles Lane ol ;
New York 10014

. Dear Jack,

The Boston branch voted last night to recommend giving
critical support to the campalign of Pat Bonner-Lyons for
School Committee in Boston. I am sending along a copy
of Joe Miles!' report to the branch for the executive

committee.

,hich aren't in Joe's report.

There are a couple of things W
candidate for School Committee

First, we are running our own
also, Mark Friedman (there ar | nine places being contested).
-The Friedman campaign was announced during the high school
strike last springrand he was @able to speak several times
during the strike. That campe ign has been fairly low-key
siqge/then, but we are running ‘a strong mayoralty campalgn
[eff Powers) which has been @ttlng a lot of attention.
‘ e do extend critical support the CP will be forced to
relate to that campaign and exjplain why they are supporting
the Democrat Atkins instead off the socialist Powers.,

One thing which came out in discussion of Joe's report was
' that the C.P.P. (Citizens for PParticipation Politics, antiwar
- group oriented toward Democratiic politicians) has endorsed

Bonner-Lyons (and only her) f School Committee.

' ___eritical support; “could you 1e us know whether you want

o an,ar%¢c§::§9;;;he/MiIIEant onlanything?

S A

- When the vote was taken on the \ymotion, there were no opposing
votes and four abstentions. . -

Some samples . of the Bonner-Lyonl ¢ampaign material are enclosed.
! L
If you need any more 1nformatiop, please let us know.

;-'~~

Comrgdely,

Mz,

. 'Matilde Zimmermann
e ‘ Acting Organizer




August 24, 1971; Boston Branch

Revort by Joe Miles for the Executive Committee to the Branch

There is only one point to the campaign report tonight and

that is the recommendation from

the exec and from the cam-

vaign steering committee that we recommend giving critical
support to Pat Bonner-Lyons'campaign for School Committee.
(For everyone's information, this motion, if passed, is
Just a recommendation which goes to the Political Committee

for final approval.)

Bonner-Lyons 1s a member of YWLL, a 23 year old Black
hospital worker, running basically on a program of communi

control of the schools.

ty

I want to give a brief explanation first of just what the

tactic of critical support 1is.

support is just that -- a tactic.
emphasis is on the critical, not the support.

First, the tactic of critical
And, as Cannon said, the
Critical support

means critical with support in quotation marks, not support
with critical in quotation marks.

—

On i
The first questlion we must cleariup is the question of

principle.

we would never support, no mattb,
We would never cross class lines to

gram they put forward.

There are certain candidates and parties that

who they run or what pro-

extend any kind of rsupport to a Democratic or Republican

party candlidate. Giving critic

counter-revolutionary as they a

=

does not present us with that problem.

support to Pat Bonner-Lyons
The CP and YWLL,
e, are a tendency within the

international working class moV ment, and therefore it is
within our principles to support them.

But there are many cases where

terms of principles to use this
few times we actually choose to
the reasons why the exec feels

in this particular case. We mu
that the tactic of critical sup
our movement, not thd %build the

First, she i1s running as an ope
waging a very serious campaing.
campaign offices, and Joel Kugl
organizer, has been asslgned to
YWLLers came from New York City
get her on the ballot. Mike Za
of her campaign.

t would be permissable in
tactic, and there are very
use it. The following are

it would be good to use it

st keep in mind, of course,
port is used solely to build
campalign of Pat Bonner-Lyons.

n YWLLer, and they are

They have two functioning
emas, their most capable

head up the campaign. Twenty
to help with petitioning to
garell came to speak in support

This is the main public activity of the

CP here in this period, and they are putting considerable

resources into it, which 1is ref

;ected in the professionalism

of the literature, buttons, etc. They have indicated that

i




they will wage a write in campéign if she loses the September
’ elimination contest, and it isl apparent that the write in
campaign will be a relatively serious one.

Second, 1t will enable us to reach the periphery around her
campaign. The recent Black Political Convention held in
Boston endorsed her campaign. | In spite of the fact that the
convention was narrowly conceived and was run very tightly

by the Congress of African Pedples, there were a certain
‘number of independents and new: people drawn in. ., About 200
people attended the convention during the course of the
weekend. . I attended a candidates! meeting earlier at which
she/snoke ‘before about 80 peopie, there were about 25 YWLLers
her strong campaign supporters there. Eight or ¢ of

' nd
/////*///fg/ese were Afro-Americans, Th@re are a number of independents
who hang around her campaign o{fice, have helped with

petitioning, etc.

Third, it may enable us to reach some of the members of YWLL
~ itself. From the experiences ;pf many of our comrades here
we know that when you try to get in a political discussion
with YWLLers you find that they aren't very political, they
. weren't recruiteduen the basis|{of a political program. One
___———good example of tge%/;s/the re¢ent article by Doug Jenness
. —about the Peoplets World's attack on the Australian CP for

— (:i\ntioning’Andrew Pulley. Thelr nervousness reflects a
e 8

ympathy within the ranks of the CP and YWLL for Trotskyist

i

deas. R ;w

Four, it makes it possible to élproach her and the campaign
y . to do such things as have joint:forums, debates, etc. They
have refused to debate us so far but this would put a great
deal more pressure on them to. enter into political dlscus-

sion with us.

\ﬁ\xf\\\\‘Fifth and a more minor point, is that it would clear up
' ny-confusion which might possibly exlist among our. campaign

. supporters. Because her public program is so similar to

. ours, some of our supporters might be confused and think us
slightly sectarian for not supporting her. At the same time,
we must be clear among ourselves that we are not supporting .
her program or supporting her primarily because of her progran. .

Lastly, and most imprtant, giving her critical support will

Bnable us to build our campaign in Boston and Cambridge. It
will put pressure on them to support our campaigns, and gives
us another arena and area of work in which to talk to people,
win them to our ideas, and recruit them.

-




WE NEED

A coalition of st.: -
We urge ALL wk -
- Boston to join wi

-2chers and parents ~ for good schools now!
ling to fight now for the needs of the peaple of

bl

...Pat’s organization, the YWLL is a Black and white

BUT
- Re ‘he main -tool used by the School Committee to divide
ou: students from students, teachers from students, parents from
" teas ‘eanwhile, the schools deteriorate, our powerlessness grows. We
cani - used any more: only unity can wm
~
JOIN US!
This is what it is going to take — this is what our campaign is all about.
Black, Brown and white -- unite and fight to wini
—_— . , :
e — T T
i
i
———Please send me more mformatuon about Pat’s campaign.
———1} a2m interested in workmg on the campalgn
high school committee ——— 7‘3‘ ¥
neighborhood committee ~—— | = °
teacher’s committee ——— '
———1 want to donate $ to the wmpaf_gn.?
Name I".
.
Address ;
street o city }‘ zip
Phone Occupation ————-—- Age ' r ‘
N ~f . . E
Committee to Elect Bonner-Lyons to the Schaol Committee
? : 270 Norfolk Street, Dorchester, Massachusetts 02124 .
. Telephone (617) 287 - 9480 or 288 - 2997 ' 5200
—————

PAT BONNER-LYUNS

CANDIDATE FOR

WHO WE ARE

P £ ‘sj
at Bonner-Lyons, a 23 year old Black mother, is oy P
a graduate of Lincoln University, She is a hospital { M %\
worker and active unionist, and has been involved ‘

in civil rights and the peace movement. She is a mem-

ber of the Young Workers Liberation League which is
sponsoring her campaign.

kY

i s on iigbd

3
Y
3
i
;
socialist youth orgamzailon ‘whose national “mien: T T ;
bership has passed 1500 during its first year. The ;
Boston League includes high school students and -‘ , L
teachers, unemployed youth, young parents and workers. : bR S 5 36

-
i
t

. | sCHOOL COMMITTEE
The YWLL is active in freeing Angela Davis and all '

political prisoners, organizing unorganized workers \
into unions, building a rank and file workers’ move- \
ment, fighting unemployment, and unitng all young Let's\ build a people’s movement ~
people against war, racism and repression -- now!!! (I

. to end racism in the school system

N | \

Y m get representation for the people - not

; Y the polmc:ans |

: N k
\ Y i A

e

to get the monesy we need from the rich,
not: the poor i
! /
to get a meaningful cducatlon —/
not mlseducatlon / {

Committee to Elect Bonner-Lyons to the School Committee
270 Norfolk Street, Dorchester, Massachusetts 02124

Telephoaer (51' ‘87-.9480 or 288 28'97
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- WE NEED QUALITY EDUCATION

" _PAT BONNER-LYONS STANDS FOR

-An end to the tracking system that prepares a

few for college and the rest for $1.60/hour dead-

end jobs.

... Courses that teach honestly about the history
-of Black people and labor.

'-Voéatibnal training for jobs with a future.

-Paid job training for drop-outs.

-Black studies in every school and for every stu-
dent.

-Bi-lingual (Spanish and English) classes énd'texts
and teachers and counselors. ’

-Full freedom and generous funds for teachers and
students to adopt creative new methods.

We want education that teaches youth to think,
not just memorize. Students must be prepared
for jobs that provide decent income, dignity and
security. Every student has the right to a com-
plete education, including college, regardiess of
parental income. ’ '

C.

WE NEED OUR MONEY'S WORTH

PAT BONNER-LYONS STANDS FOR
-New schools in every part of Boston.
-Schools with whole windows, readable blackboards
and functional heating plants, modern equipment
and up to date books.
-More teachers, counselors,

-Continuous teacher education.

-Health care for students.

_ -Full-day kindergartens, and evening community use

of our schools.

-Stipends for students who cannot afford to con-
tinue full-time schooling.

-Immediate withdrawal from Indochina.

Boston property taxes have increased over 100%

in the past few years and what have we gotten

besides overcrowded classrooms and patch-work

repairs on ancient buildings? We need new pri-
orities now - not new taxes. The banks, the
big realtors, the big land holders don't need re-
lief. Get the people’s money back to the peo-
ple - tax the rich and not the poor.
money out of the rich man’s war and into the
schools -- now!

librarians and aides.

Get blood ”

WE NEED A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC
EXCHANGE OF IDEAS, AND FULL
EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITYf

/ . Vo
. | \ :"
PAT BONNER-LYONS STANDS FOR“\

\
\

-An end to de facto segregation by any ' means

necessary. v

f " B
-An end to tests which discriminate because of
culture or language. . \ ‘\
-More Black and Spanish-speaking teachers ‘and
counselors.

-No rigid, biased hiring practices.

—sociation......ooa e

WE NEED A SCHOOL COMMITTEE
THAT REPRESENTS ALL THE
PEOPLE\OK\F EOSTCN

\

\\\ k \2 |

PAT BONNER-LYONS STANDS FOR

-An elected School Committee with high school stu-
dents as voting membe::.
-Guaranteed Black and . --to Rican representation.

-Constant consultation
on all matters.

<2achers and their union

-An mdependent derr.- Hfome and School As-

“The right to “strike “of —teachers and students.

-No suspensions, expulsions, harassment and fir-
ings of students and teachers who fight for change.

Police out of the schools; repression must stop.
-Recognition of the high-school Bill of Rights.
-An end to military recruitment in the schools.

-Drugs out of the schools; drug education, help
for the addicted, jail for the syndicate.

-Fully funded Parent’: y Councils.

-‘Who is not represen:
Students, youth, the
munities, the white w
other words, the peo:
sented! We demand 1
Only a coalition of
Black, Brown and wh
fectively for this pow.

¢ Puerto Rican com-
sple of Boston - in
city are not repre-
2 people of Boston.
shers, and the
‘ties can fight ef-

School Committee?



